
pathy, and warn us of the dangers and delusions that erratic medical
genius may inflict on the world. -

July, 1846.

TYPHUS FEVER
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,—I am about writing on a hacknied subject, and can offer nothing
new; but as you have given us all an invitation to express our minds, I
will relate my experience in the treatment of one of the most common
and "formidable" diseases of New England.
I was induced to make the following observations, by reading an ex-

tract from Dr. Sill's Dissertation, in the Journal of June 24th, where the
doctor has given his views of the pathology and treatment of typhus fe-
ver. I consider the protracted fevers, generally denominated typhus
and typhoid, as belonging to the asthénie class of diseases, and that they
are not so easily controlled in their career as has been represented by
many, calling themselves physicians. According to the best of my ob-
servation, the principle or virus which constitutes this insidious disease is
lurking in the system for days if not weeks before it brings the patient
to submit to prostration on his mattrass. 1 have seen no mode of treat-
ment which would disinfect the system after the patient was sick enough
to call upon a physician—with all deference to the experience and
opinion of Dr. Sill. In a disease so prevalent, of such duration, and
attended with so much danger, it certainly is an object of the highest
consideration to the public, that physicians should be able to investigate
and apply the most appropriate treatment under all its different aspects,
in the great variety of constitutions which come under their care in prac-
tice. I believe that physicians are more uniform in their opinion in re-

gard to the causes than to the treatment of the malady. There is no
doubt that the atmosphere has a controlling influence in its operations over
it in different seasons and sections of country, owing, probably, to diffe-
rent degrees of heat and moisture, or combinations of other causes
which we do not so readily comprehend ; but one thing is certain, it is
much more malignant in its progress in some seasons than in others.
We have reason to believe that exhaustion, caused by excessive applica-
tion to business or the care of those who are sick, is a prominent pre-
disposing cause of its attack. We see it generally make its appearance
soon after the exhausting heat and labors of the summer, when people
are emaciated and have had less sleep than at other seasons. When it
once invades a neighborhood, it frequently lingers in tardy progress for
twelve or more months before its unwelcome visit is terminated.
Having been in practice forty-five years in different sections of New

England, my opportunity has led me to visit a large number of patients
suffering under typhus fever, and to gain experience which would sub-
due prejudice itself. I have formed no opinion in" haste, having paid
critical attention to the operations and effects of the various medicines
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which I have prescribed. I agree with Dr. Sill in regard to the gene-
ral application of the reducing system, whether by phlebotomy, emetics,
cathartics, or the administration of mercury : the latter medicine, I be-
lieve, has caused more fatality, indiscreetly given in this fever, than has
been prevented by all other medicines. I have seen it administered
without regard to age, sex, constitution, organ affected, or the stage of
the complaint, with a murderous power which none but a Hercules could
withstand.
I have not been so fortunate in prescribing stimulants as Dr. Sill, very

few of my patients being able to bear tonics or stimulants of any kind
with benefit during the first twenty or thirty days from the attack. After
evacuations adapted to the circumstances of my patient, I have found
some preparation of antimony and nitrate potass useful in the inflam-
matory stage of the complaint, and in some cases, from first to last,
opium in some form or combination, indispensable,and in others entirely
inadmissible, disagreeing with, and deranging the patient. I consider it
impossible to prescribe for a patient correctly in a book, without an
examination of his case, as constitutions are so various and antipathies in
different individuals so strong.
In the autumn and winter of 1808-9, about forty patients came under

my care laboring under typhus fever. It was a custom in those days,
among physicians, to give wine, bark, snakeroot, and other stimulants to
their patients, early in the disease ; but from the inability of some of my
first patients to procure wine, we dispensed with it, and they recovered.
From that time I neither prescribed wine, bark, alcohol, nor any of the
tribe of tonics or stimulants to my patients, until their fevers had formed
a crisis and subsided. They were treated with mild sudorifics, epispas-
tics occasionally, with regimen adapted to their appetites and period of
disease, with an eye directed to the state of the bowels. They all re-
covered in due time without loose teeth, sore mouth, fetid breath, or
cursing the doctor for past services. 1 have not seen fit to vary my
treatment, materially, for that complaint since, preferring the course
which has proved successful to the uncertainty of empiricism. In the
above cases 1 gave no mercury with the intent to produce ptyalism,
fearing its debilitating powers. As different organs in this disease, and
sometimes by metastasis, are apt to be affected, it requires vigilance in
the physician to make his applications to the right place.
Wilmington, July 15, 1846. Silas Brown.

QUACKERY IN NEW YORK.\p=m-\NO. III.
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Dear Sir,—I might fill your pages beyond endurance, if I were to re-
late my adventures here among quacks of low degree, with whom 1 have
met in my peregrinations through this modern Gotham, Allow me, then,
to generalize, by enumerating only a few of the species of this genus,
designating them as " Blow-pipe," " Mesmeric," " Magnetic," " Gal-
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